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Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A

The gospel today is not so much about the seeds,
or the sower, but more to do with ground and soil
conditions. As I glance around the world I can see
where the seed, the word of God, bears the most
fruit, where it brings all its true promise of hope and
love. For me living in a very comfortable, warm,
first world home this often causes me great
discomfort because where the seed is evidenced
flourishing is often in the economically poorest,
socially deprived places on the globe. Why?
One could be the cynic, and agree with Karl Marx’
statement when he described religion as the ‘the
opium of the people’. As the world judges success
then the poor of the third world would be the
biggest losers. The implication is that a trust in God
is false and self deluding; and that religion is there
to make people feel better about the distress and
hopelessness they are feeling.
But as much as that is a truth, trust in God does
make you feel better, that is not the reason why
religion flourishes there. It is the other soil condition
that favours the good crop, that of dependence on
each other, community living and sharing that
would put us to shame and exposes that different
poverty…poverty of Spirit.
To have good soil conditions we have to allow
others to tend our soil, to water and weed, to allow
the warmth and richness of the word to grow and to
be fruitful within us.
Marguerite Martin

Holy Communion In Australia standing is the
most common posture for receiving Holy
Communion. The customary manner of reception
is recommended to be followed by all, so that
Communion may truly be a sign of unity among
those who share in the same table of the Lord.
When approaching to receive Holy Communion,
the faithful bow in reverence of the Mystery that
they are to receive.
(General Instruction of the Roman Missal No
160)

July 13, 2014

Apostleship of the Sea Sunday
St Vincent de Paul had an epiphany moment, a
sharing in God’s plan for the kingdom, when he
recognised the dignity of all as he observed the
slaves and seafarers that were isolated and
abused by ship owners. Our global society still
depends on commercial shipping. Goods are
imported and exported around the world by
ship. Today seafarers still face isolation and
some unscrupulous practices in their work as
they face the dangers of the seas. This Sunday
we are asked to pray particularly for all
seafarers and the Apostleship of the Sea/ Stella
Maris.

Presentation by Primary School Principal
Mrs. Patricia Williams, Principal of St.
Vincent’s Primary School will speak next
Sunday 20th July at all masses.
Sydney Alliance Table Talks
The next Sydney Alliance Table Talk will
take place on Wednesday 16th July from
7pm—8:15pm. Dinner will be provided
on that occasion. This will take place in
the Parish Meeting Rooms. Please
contact Fr. Alan if you would like to
attend.

First Reconciliation
The program for Reconciliation will start
with the Parents only meeting on Tuesday
15th July at 6:30pm or Wednesday 16th
July at 9:15am. These meetings will be at
the Parish Office at 12 Bland Street.

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting will
take place on Monday 21st July at 7:00pm
in the Parish Meeting Rooms.

DATES FOR DIARY

Receipts for donations to the Planned
Giving, CWF and Project Compassion
for the Financial Year 2013– 2014, are
now available at the back of the church.

19th — 20th August
First Reconciliation
16th — 23rd November First Communion at all
Masses

Many thanks to all those who continue
to support the Parish through the
weekly planned giving envelope.

PARISH STAFF: Fr. Alan Gibson CM
Carmen Yap

Marguerite Martin

Sydney Alliance 6 Day Training—Parish
Website Congratulations to parishioner Cyril
Michael who recently completed the Six Day
Training for the Sydney Alliance in May. His
reflections on this training can now be viewed
on our parish website. The next two day
training session will be on two consecutive
week days—Thursday 31 July and Friday 1
August. Venue: United Services Union office
level 7, 321 Pitt Street, Sydney 2000. The
next 6 Day National Training will be Sunday
26 October 2014 (3pm) to Friday 31 October
2014 (2pm). The training is live-in residential
and there are limited spaces. For the first time
we will be collaborating with the QLD
Community Alliance in conducting this course
and it will be held in Brisbane. Both focus on
how to effectively organize communities.
Please see Fr. Alan if you would like further
details.

Parish Planned Giving Campaign
The new envelopes are now ready for
collection in the Church foyer.
Ashfield Service Station
The following is written to
hopefully save any possible
future misunderstanding.
Ashfield Service Station is
currently under renovation and new tenants
will commence opening for business in the
next few weeks. Their hours of operation
will be 6am—10pm seven days a week.
The land does not belong to the parish and
the tenants are able to put in a place any
restrictions they choose in regards to
parking. Ashfield Club Car park is always
available for parking for masses on the
weekend.

Parish Masses this week:
Monday
12 noon
Tuesday
7:00am
Wednesday 12 noon
Thursday
9:00am
Reconciliation: Saturday 8:10am to 8:40am
Morning Prayer: Saturday 8:40am
Saturday
9:00am Rosary after Mass
Sunday: 8am, 10:00am 6:00pm
Polish Mass 12 noon
Cardinal Freeman Village Chapel
Tuesday 4:00pm Sunday 9:00am
Ashbury Parish Weekday Mass:
Monday to Saturday 8:00am
Summer Hill Parish Mass: Monday: No Mass

Building Bridges: Social Justice
Statements from Australia’s Catholic
Bishops 1988 to 2013 This book
published by Australia Catholic Bishops
Conference is an invaluable resource for
anyone who wants to know about Catholic
social teaching and this aspect of the
Church’s mission in the modern world.
Some of the issues covered are: justice for
Australia’s Indigenous people, refugees
and asylum seekers, environment and care
for creation and family life. Order via the
Australia Catholic Social Justice Council
website www.acsjc.org.au or call 02 8306
3499.

Tuesday 8:30am. Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 9:00am

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: As for me, in justice I shall behold your face; I shall
be filled with the vision of your glory.
FIRST READING: The rain makes the earth give growth (Isaiah 55:10-11)
PSALM: The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest
(Ps 64:10-14 )
SECOND READING: All creation is waiting for the revelation of the children
of God (Romans 88:18-23)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia! The seed is the word of God,
Christ is the sower; all who come to him will live for ever. Alleluia!
GOSPEL: A sower went out to sow (Matthew 13:1-23)
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains
in me and I in him, says the Lord.

Next Sunday’s Readings
Sixteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time Year A
Wisdom 12:13, 16-19
Ps 85:5-6, 9-10, 15-16
Romans 8:26-27
Matthew 13:24-43

