St Vincent’s Parish, Ashfield
A parish under the pastoral care of The Congregation of the Mission known as Vincentian priests and brothers.
12 Bland Street, Ashfield 2131 www.vinash.org.au E-mail vinstaff@vinash.org.au
Phone: 9798 2501; 9798 2503 (for urgent matters 0410 894 651) Fax: 9798 2504
Parish Office Hours: 9am to 3pm Monday to Friday

The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ

Blood is the stuff of life. It is pumped by the heart,
the symbol of love. I asked a group of students this
week what they thought about when we talked of
Blood. They thought of suffering and pain, then
came ‘blood brotherhood’ meaning the sealing of a
pact and the sharing in a chosen closeness. Our first
reading today talks about that sealing, the
contractual agreement, the covenant made with God
and the ritual of the blood sacrifice, where half the
blood of the sacrificial bullock was sprinkled over
the people to unite them with the ritual offering.
Today we celebrate the Feast of the Body and
Blood of Christ. It is the feast concluding our Easter
and Pentecost seasons, bringing us back to reflect
upon the central message of the gospel. Like blood
coursing in our veins is the symbol of our life, it
was the blood that Jesus shed on our behalf that
brought us his new life. Jesus came to make a new
covenant; this time with his own blood shed on our
behalf, in the new ‘blood brotherhood’ pact, the
new covenant. Jesus left us his broken body and his
blood in the sacred symbols of bread and wine for
us to re affirm our commitment to the new
covenant. It can be likened to Moses sprinkling the
blood of the sacrifice on the people, Jesus chose us
to be linked to his great sacrifice …and to new life.
Jesus' life was alive and active, reaching out and
missionary that created the images and truths of the
kingdom in the minds and hearts of people. New
Life! New Hope!
Jesus took, blessed, broke and shared the body and
blood. Take eat and drink. Fill yourself with me I
will sustain you in the new life of Christ. Truly
sustained, we become the real presence of Christ in
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the world.

Parish Men’s Group will meet next Tuesday
night (June 9th) at 7:30pm in the Parish Meeting
Rooms. An informal gathering of discussion and
prayer. All new and past participants would be

most welcome.
Miraculous Medal Novena Mass
Saturday June 13th 9:00am Mass

Miraculous Medal Novena Prayers
will be recited within the Mass.
PARISH STAFF: Fr. Alan Gibson CM
Carmen Yap
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St. Vincent De Paul Ashfield Winter
Appeal will take place this Sunday 7th June at
all Masses and also at Cardinal
Freeman Village Chapel. Anyone
wishing to donate to this appeal can
do so in the separate collection,
envelopes are available on the
seats.

Mass on Monday 8th June
will take place at 9:00am
instead of the usual time of midday.
CONFIRMATION 2015
Last Sunday afternoon, in the presence of the
Archbishops representative, Fr Gerry Gleeson VG,
26 candidates were confirmed in our Catholic faith.
We would like to thank again the generosity of the
6pm choir who enlivened our liturgy with music,
that defined who the Spirit is...the giver of Life! We
had a wonderful week leading up to the confirmation
with the 'Day in the Spirit' retreat. We asked
Dorothy Makasa from Catholic Mission to come and
speak to the children about the disparity of
resources in the world and how we must strive to
resolve this gross unfairness. We were blessed on
that day with marvellous parent help, with some
generous parents taking time off work to share in
the day with their children and bringing all types of
goodies to share! The place where we retreated to,
has a little chapel set in some beautiful grounds and
within the chapel we could pray with some relics of
St Peter Chanel, the First Saint of Oceania. The
candidates responded to this with a great sense of
wonder and awe. I would like to thank firstly the
candidates, who along with their parents, decided to
participate with the Spirit of this Confirmation
program. ...the parents who shared with great
earnestness their faith, Carol and Lonell from the
RCIA this year who spoke to the children about their
decision, Fr Alan and Sinead Kent.
We are truly Blessed!
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An hour to spare?

Bethlehem Ex-Students will be joining the
On each Wednesday at 11am before the 12
parish for the 10am mass on Sunday 14th June.
midday Mass there is Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament during which there are prayers
Reconciliation Registration Forms
offered for Our Holy Father, our priests and for all
Available in the Foyer Racks. If your child
the intentions of the parish.
is 7 years or older and baptised Catholic,
Please come if you can, even for 1/2 hour.
they are eligible to register to celebrate
The gifts at Mass
The Sacrament of First
In the reform of the liturgy the procession of gifts
Reconciliation.
was restored to the Mass. The ancient practice of
Although not a Sacrament of Initiation, it
bringing gifts was so important that at times the
initiates your child into the community that
early fathers had to admonish wealthy Christians
who came to Mass ’empty handed’. In the early
rejoices in God’s loving forgiveness.
church Christians brought bread and wine from
For Your Diary: Tuesday 23 June
home. The best of each was chosen for the
10am to 2:30pm
Eucharist and the rest was given to those who
An
E-Conference
from
Broken Bay Institute
depended on the community for their material
Religion-Catalyst
for
Violence
or Peace?
needs—especially the widows and orphans. Today
Probing the Abrahamic Traditions for Answers.
the procession of gifts has lost some of its meaning.
This promises to be a challenging discussion.
Now the bread—which actually bears no
resemblance to bread—and the wine are supplied
“What do I want to do in life?”
by the church. And the gift we bring is money. But Are you a young adult Catholic (18-35) wondering
somehow we don’t realise the connection between
what direction you want to take in life? If you are
the ’collection’ and the bread and win. These gifts why not come along to our Vocations’ Retreat at
we offer, the gift of our lives.
Mount Carmel Retreat Centre (SW Sydney) on July
Sr. Carmel Pilcher RSJ

Parish Masses this week:
Monday
9:00 am
Tuesday
7:00 am
Wednesday 12 noon
Thursday
9:00 am
Reconciliation: Saturday 8:10am to 8:40am
Morning Prayer: Saturday 8:40am
Saturday
9:00am Rosary after Mass
Sunday: 8am, 10:00am 6:00pm
Polish Mass 12 noon
Cardinal Freeman Village Chapel
Tuesday 4:00pm Sunday 9:00am
Friday 9:00am — Communion Service

24th-26th. If you want more information or to speak
with one of the team giving the retreat contact the
Centre: 02 8795 3400

Walking the Camino An 80 minute audiovisual
presentation by Peter Kearney about a 700km
pilgrimage walk in Spain. Q&A session at
conclusion. Locations: Saturday, 27 June 12.30pm.
St. Martha’s Hall, Churchill Avenue. Suggested
donation $10/$8 concession. Limited seating.
Registration essential:
camino@peterkearneysongs.com.au Please specify event
location, session time and number of seats needed.

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: He fed them with the finest wheat and satisfied them
with honey from the rock.
FIRST READING: This is the blood of the Covenant that the Lord has made with
you (Exodus 24:3-8)
PSALM: I will take the cup of salvation, and call on the name of the Lord
(Ps 115:12-13, 15-18)
SECOND READING: The blood of Christ will purify our inner selves
(Hebrews 9:11-15)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia! I am the living bread from heaven,
says the Lord; whoever eats this bread will live for ever. Alleluia!
GOSPEL: This is my body. This is my blood (Mark 14:12-16, 22-26)
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains
in me and I in him, says the Lord.

Next Sunday’s Readings
Eleventh Sunday in
Ordinary Time B
Ezekiel 17:22-24
Ps 91:2-3, 13-16
2 Corinthians 5:6-10
Mark 4:26-34

