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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A

Masterchef I am not! but to add flavour to a meal,
a little salt is critical. I had made the soup with the
freshest vegetables and the best chicken stock
but it really had no flavour until just a little salt was
added. Not too much, because that would have an
adverse effect. Tasteless, bland food might
provide the nutrition for life but when food lacks
taste and flavour it loses that extra dimension to
the eating experience, that joy, that mouth
watering experience, that relish for life .The pinch
of salt delivered the flavour of the vegetables and
the goodness of the chicken to perfection. They all
want the recipe!
Jesus, sitting on the hill, says that we are the salt.
We are the salt to put the taste and flavour into
the Kingdom he has just blown open and revealed
in the beatitudes. The beatitudes are the recipe for
the kingdom. They are full of the goodness of
God. This is not to be the kingdom of the bland
but a kingdom where all will want to come and
taste. It is a very a clever metaphor for our shared
responsibilities in bringing the kingdom to
fulfilment today. So how do we salt and flavour the
kingdom…let’s share some advice from some
famous flavourers of the kingdom: St Francis of
Assisi reputedly said, “Preach the gospel at all
times and when needed use words.” St Teresa of
Avila famously wrote “Christ has no body now but
yours…” St Vincent de Paul wrote, “Let us love
God, but let it be in the strength of our arm and in
the sweat of our brow.”
So in Masterchef terms, we take the recipe of the
beatitudes, we add a pinch of our selves and
Marguerite Martin
deliver the flavour of God.

February 5, 2017

Parish Finance Committee Meeting
The Parish Finance Committee will meet on
Wednesday 8th February at 7pm in the Parish
Meeting Rooms.

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting
The Parish Pastoral Council will meet on Monday
13th February at 6.30pm in the Parish Meeting
Rooms.
Baptisms Baptisms normally take place on the first
Saturday of each month at 11am. As it has been our
parish practice for several years not to have baptisms
during the Season of Lent an extra time for baptisms
before Lent has been set for Saturday 25th February at
11am. If you would like your child to be baptized on
Saturday 25th February at 11am please contact the
Parish Office.
RCIA has recommenced after a Christmas break. We
meet every Wednesday evening at 7pm in the Parish
House 12 Bland St. If you would like to know more
ring Marguerite 9798 2501.

On the Block Open Day The Parish will join all
three schools for this day which will take place on
Tuesday March 7th. St Vincent's Primary School
Open Day will take place from 2pm-4pm whilst the
Open Days for Bethlehem's and De La Salle will
both take place from 3pm - 7pm. As in previous
years I am looking for parishioners who would be
willing to look after the Church for one hour
between the hours of 2pm-7pm and be host to
Social Justice Workshop As a result of the visit anyone who may wish to visit the Church in that
of Dr Kimberley Doyle at all of our masses over the
time. Please see me if you are able to help.

past few weeks a Social Justice Workshop will be
held in the Parish Meeting Rooms on Saturday 11th
March from 10am-12pm. This will be followed by a
light lunch. Please see Fr. Alan for details.
We, the Parish community of St. Vincent’s, with a
genuine sense of belonging, strive to follow the
example of Christ and spread the Vincentian
spirit throughout the Ashfield district.

PARISH STAFF: Fr. Alan Gibson CM
Carmen Yap

Fr. Alan

STV YOUTH GROUP
Are you in Year 5, 6 or 7?
Next meeting: 17th February 2017 6:30pm
www.stvyouthgroup.weebly.com

Marguerite Martin
Aparna John (Mon & Tues)

Vincentian Ordinations in the Solomon
Islands Yesterday on Saturday 4th February three
men from the Solomon Islands were ordained to the
priesthood in Honiara. They were Benjamin Paka cm,
Jeffrey Werner cm and Lorensio Kinika cm. Benjamin
served here in the parish for three months from
September - December 2015. Both Jeffrey and Lorensio
visited the parish for a few weeks around Christmas
2015. Please keep these men in your prayers.

A Place At The Table Many thanks again to
Dr. Kimberley Doyle from Archdiocesan Justice and
Peace Office for coming to speak at all of our
masses in December and January. As a result of her
talk there have been a number of enquiries about
acquiring a hardcopy of the Australian Catholic
Bishop's Statement "A Place at the Table" which
deals with care of the elderly. There are now copies
of this statement available in the Church foyer.
Parish Collections Since the parish is no longer
able to offer a tax deduction on the Planned Giving
Envelopes money taken from the Sunday
collections will go towards the following:
First Collection goes to the Vincentian Fathers
and Brothers (this is unchanged from previous
practices).
Second Collection (both loose money and
envelopes) will go towards the parish.
Parish Masses this week:
Monday
12 noon
Tuesday
7:00am
Wednesday 12 noon
Thursday
9:00am
Reconciliation: Saturday 8:10am to 8:40am
Morning Prayer: Saturday 8:40am
Saturday
9:00am
Sunday: 8am, 10:00am 6:00pm
Polish Mass 12 noon
Cardinal Freeman Village Chapel
Sunday 9.00 am Tuesdays and Wednesdays
4:00pm. Friday 9:00am Communion Service.

Ashfield Charismatic Prayer Group
The Ashfield Charismatic Prayer Group will have
its first meeting for 2017 on Monday 6 February at
7:30pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.
A warm welcome invitation is extended to all
Parishioners from St. Vincent’s to join us.
For Enquiries, please ring 0402 718 949.

Dru Yoga classes resume on 13/2/17 in
the Church Hall on Mondays - 6:30pm8:00pm. Suitable for all ages.
Contact Ann Adams on 0419 427 486.
LEARN TO DANCE
We teach a range of Jazz, Tap, Ballet, Hip Hop &
Modern Dance to suit all ages from 3 years to
adults & all levels of dance.
*NEW: Adult Ballroom Class Tuesday @ 7:00pm

BEGINNERS MOST WELCOME!
Term Commencing: Tuesday 14th + Wednesday
15th February 2017
Time: Classes Tues + Wednesday from 3.45pm
Where: Club Ashfield Auditorium:
2nd Floor Charlotte St. Ashfield
& St. Vincent’s Parish Hall:
Bland St., Ashfield
JOAN CARMODY
School of Dancing
Principal: Joan Carmody
Member: F.A.T.D Sydney
I.S.T.D. London

For more information call

Joan Carmody 0419 619 177
Joancarmodydance@yahoo.com.au

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time A
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: O come, let us worship God and bow low before the God who
made us, for he is the Lord our God.
FIRST READING: Your light will shine like the dawn (Isaiah 58:7-10)
PSALM: A light rises in the darkness for the upright (Ps 111:4-9)
SECOND READING: I came to you to proclaim Christ crucified (1 Corinthians 2:1-5)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia! I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
the man who follows me will have the light of life, Alleluia!

GOSPEL: You are the light of the world (Matthew 5:13-6)
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Let them thank the Lord for his mercy, his wonders for the
children of men for he satisfies the thirsty soul, and the hungry he fills with good
things.

Next Sunday’s Readings
Sixth Sunday
in Ordinary Time A
Sirach 15:15-20
Psalm 118:1-2, 4-5,
17-18,33-34
1 Corinthians 2:6-10
Matthew 5:17-37

