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Eight Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A

Each day has enough trouble of its own is the
conclusion of the gospel this week. It makes me
smile as I battle my way through the ordinary
days, missing alarms, unexpected phone calls,
track work on the train line, petrol prices going up
and then the washing machine breaking down.
May all my troubles be this mundane!
Ask the mothers and fathers of the Syria, Iraq,
Myanmar, the Ukraine, the Central African
Republic, Nigeria and the Democratic Republic of
Congo what is real and I don’t think my “first
world” problems would count. Jesus was talking
to people who knew what living with invading
forces was like and what slavery, being a lesser
person, was about. What he was giving the
people was the hope of the Father, who cares for
each part of creation, even the birds and plants
let alone you. This gospel is a rallying call to all
of us who may overly worry about the externals of
life and the “First World” problems of selective
eating, drinking, and clothing, to remember that
our true call is to the “other” who is facing reality
of life. Set your hearts on his kingdom first The
Kingdom of God is the peaceful kingdom of
relationship and love. This Lent may we glimpse
the kingdom in those around us and meet the
Marguerite Martin
Risen Christ in that hope.

Parish Pastoral Council
We are currently looking for someone willing
to serve on our Parish Pastoral Council. We
usually meet on the third Monday of each
month for 60-90 minutes. Please see Fr. Alan
if you are interested.
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BAPTISMS
Saturday, 25th February 2017
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Parish 2020 Last year on the Second Sunday
of Advent, Parish 2020 was launched in the
Archdiocese of Sydney. This will be spoken to
again at this Sunday’s Masses.

Masses for Ash Wednesday
There will be two masses in the Parish
for Ash Wednesday 12pm and 6:30pm.
Both Masses will go for approximately
45-50 minutes.
On the Block Open Day The Parish will join all three
schools for this day which will take place on Tuesday
March 7th. St Vincent's Primary School Open Day will
take place from 2pm-4pm whilst the Open Days for
Bethlehem's and De La Salle will both take place from
3pm - 7pm. The Church will be open from 2pm to 7pm
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on that day.

Social Justice Workshop As a result of the visit
of Dr Kimberley Doyle at all of our masses over
the past few weeks a Social Justice Workshop will
be held in the Parish Meeting Rooms on Saturday
11th March from 10am-12pm. This will be
followed by a light lunch. Please see Fr. Alan for
details.

STV YOUTH GROUP NEWS!
Thank you to all who generously donated at
Caritas Australia A speaker from Caritas
last week’s Mass!
Australia will come out to speak to the parish at all
We still need $300 to reach our goal to send masses on Sunday 12 March 2017 (Second Sunday
the 4 youth to the CYS Summer Camp—So if of Lent) about Projection Compassion.
you can spare another dollar, Jessica and
RCIA We meet every Wednesday evening at
Marc will be at the doors!
7pm in the Parish House 12 Bland St. If you would
Please keep STV Youth Group in your
like to know more ring Marguerite 9798 2501.
prayers! Next Youth Group is 3rd March
@6:30pm in the Hall!
PARISH STAFF: Fr. Alan Gibson CM
Carmen Yap
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Aparna John (Mon & Tues)

Catechist Sunday As yet we have had no
response to the appeal to join us in our rewarding
mission. We do need catechists particularly in
Year 2; to work in tandem with our catechist in Yr
3/4 and also 5/6. We also need to cover illness!
This ministry is entirely appropriate for Uni
students or indeed anyone who has Wednesday
between 2.10pm and 2.40pm free at Ashfield
primary School or every second Thursday at
Ashfield Boys high. Please don't hesitate, give
Marguerite 97982501 a call for further details.

Parish Dinner
The Parish Dinner will take place on
Saturday 6th May in the evening.
More details. Please put this date
in your calendar.
The Archdiocesan Rite Of Election will
take place at St Mary’s Cathedral Sydney on
the First Sunday of Lent, 05 March 2017
from 2pm -3:30pm. All welcome! For
further details please contact Marguerite at
9798 2501.

St. Vincent de Paul Night Patrol
If anyone is interested in being trained for
St. Vincent de Paul Night Patrol or Brekki Van Ashfield Charismatic Prayer Group will
please call Sinead @0420 653 637.
start its first Fellowship Night for 2017 on
Casual Work A parishioner new to the parish is
looking for part-time casual work, is willing to work
anytime from Monday to Saturday. Please see Fr.
Alan if you can help.
We, the Parish community of St. Vincent’s,
with a genuine sense of belonging, strive to
follow the example of Christ and spread the
Vincentian spirit throughout
the Ashfield district.

Monday 27 February at 7:00pm at the Parish
Meeting Rooms.
A warm welcome invitation is extended to all
Parishioners from St. Vincent’s to join us for a
cuppa and a chat.
We look forward to see you there!

Parish Masses this week:
Monday
12 noon
Tuesday
7:00am
Wednesday 12 noon & 6:30pm
Thursday
9:00am
Reconciliation: Saturday 8:10am to 8:40am
Morning Prayer: Saturday 8:40am
Saturday
9:00am
Sunday: 8am, 10:00am 6:00pm
Polish Mass 12 noon
Cardinal Freeman Village Chapel
Sunday 9.00 am Tuesdays and Wednesdays
4:00pm. Friday 9:00am Communion Service.

Do you play an instrument?
Ashfield Concert Band was formed
as part of the ‘On the Block’ Band
Programme and offers opportunities
for adult players as well as students
looking for further challenge.
We rehearse on Thursday nights
above St Vincent’s Parish Hall
from 7:30 – 9:30pm during school
terms.

Eight Sunday in Ordinary Time A
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: The Lord became my protector. He brought me out to a place
of freedom; he saved me because he delighted in me.
FIRST READING: Even these may forget, says the Lord God, yet I will not forget you
(Isaiah 49:14-15)
PSALM: Rest in God alone, my soul (Ps 61:2-3, 6-9)
SECOND READING: The Lord will bring light to all that is hidden in darkness
(1 Corinthians 4:1-5)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia! The word of God is living and active;
it probes the thoughts and motives of our heart. Alleluia!

GOSPEL: Do not worry about tomorrow (Matthew 6:24-34)
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: I will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me, sing psalms
to the name of the Lord Most High

Next Sunday’s Readings
First Sunday
of Lent
Genesis 2:7-9. 3:1-7
Psalm 50:3-6, 12-14, 17
Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11

