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First Sunday of Advent

Expectancy! We have entered that period of the church
year, Advent, where we are asked to contemplate what
we expect from the birth of a Saviour. This was a
question | asked at Ashfield Boys High this week. What
did they expect from God? Their responses were :to be
kept safe, to be loved, to encounter no evil etc. Their
expectancy may encounter disappointment. They want
God to place them in a safety bubble free of trouble,
harm, hurt, pain and disappointment. It's actually
denying life....because that's what life is. Does this
style of expectancy of God then cause them to
disbelieve and blame God when misfortune or the
unexpected crosses their path. How could God allow
this to happen to me? Rather than the God who joined
us in the messiness of the human condition.

We can carry this back to Mary's big YES to God's
plan and that unaccountable pregnancy. No there was
no protective bubble there. She was carrying the
Messiah, what were her expectations of God? She
trusted. No doubt there was a little local gossip, and
what about that initial chat with her parents.... and with
Joseph! However all three have been made Saints
because of their connection with this amazing trust of
Mary. She understood without fear realising that God
had a greater plan.

The gospel today, with its apocalyptical style, almost
resembles our world at present times, with war, terror
and climate change. Where is God? We need peace!
Through this Advent we will gain peace through
following the model of Mary. Trust in God, his
expectations are not yours. "Stand with confidence
before the Son of Man" as the gospel of Luke advises.
Live this moment, not regretting the past moments or
fearing future moments, trust in God and peace will be

yours. Mawguerite Martin
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ga Parish Thanksgiving BBQ (formerly “%
? Men s Group BBQ) Sunday December 16" &
«“' after all Masses in the playground and ﬁ}
¢ hall. Not only a sausage sizzle, but a feast
of treats. s
;sf‘ All Parishioners, Family and Friends ﬁ*‘é‘
ﬁf; Welcome!! ﬁf;
i< Will you be there??? i<

i BAPTISM
I saturday, 15" December 2018

Tlyssia 6razia Lahoud =
Sarah Joan Ayoub Hodgkisson " !

This Sunday a member of the Finance
Committee will be giving a Financial report
at all Masses.
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Thank you to all those who have generously
supported the CWF Appeal. The current
outstanding balance is $579. If you are able to help
the Parish meet its quota please place your
donations in the special envelopes available on the
seats or at the back of the church and can be placed
on either of the collections or drop into the Parish
office.

Cardinal Freeman Village

On Wednesday 5™ December, there will be
Reconciliation at 3:30pm, Mass and
Anointing of the Sick at 4:00pm

There will be no Novena for Miraculous Medal
in December 2018 and January 2019.
Novena will recommence in February 2019.

IAGARASASASAGAS IS ASASAG IS AD IS ADASAD LA iS A i e A id

* Religious Christmas cards will be on sale today
+ and next Sunday on both the side doors and front
7r doors. Money raised will go towards church

i maintenance. $6 per packet for 8 cards.
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Storm Damage Update. The outcome of the

various inspections which have taken place so

far is very much still in the hands of the Catholic

Church Insurance. Michael Clay

PARISH STAFF: Fr. Joti Bilowalu CM
Carmen Yap

Marguerite Martin
Aparna John (Mon & Tues)




Ashfield St Vincent de Paul Calling ALL St. Vincent's Women

Aehfield St V,Ch"istt:‘is ‘I\pPIIeI?I - oding thei Mum's, Grandma's, Auntie's & Carer's
shfie . Vincent de Paul will be holding their . . th
appeal on Sunday 2" December. Envelopes will A reflection da?/ on Frlday.7 December
be placed on the seats for anyone wishing to from 9:30am to 2:15pm
donate to this appeal. You are invited to a day of rest, relaxation and time

for you before you start getting ready for the joy

ST VINCENT DE PAUL of Christmas and the Summer Holidays.
CHRISTMAS HAMPERS It is not far away
Over the next three Sundays, December 2, 9 and The Venue is in beautiful Hunters Hill

16, your local St Vincent de Paul branch will be

collecting non-perishable food items for Christmas Lunch is included the cost is $15

hampers. These will be distributed to struggling There are two very inspiring speakers. Tina, a mum
individuals and families in our area, who have been of 11 children and Eddy who came back to his faith
assisted by the Society during the year. Please through a Muslim taxi driver!

plac.e your donated items in the baskets und.er the I am happy to arrange transport so please consider
Chsous e Tank yo [yl 07051 10 g sl  GIFT o s YOU TENE
gou before Christmas. RSVP by 5™ December to Sinead

joy of Christmas. ) )
. 0420 653 637 or sinead.kent@syd.catholic.edu.au
Some suggested items:
Tinned fruit, vegetables, soup, tuna, salmon Social Justice Corner
Breakfast cereals and bars Dates relevant to Social Justice Issues this week:
Biscuits savoury and sweet e Sunday 2" December is the International Day for
Pasta and sauces . the Abolition of Slavery.
Tea? coffee, milo, cord}al e Monday 3" December is the International Day of
Christmas cakes, puddings and other treats Persons with Disabilities and on this day in 1854

was the Battle of the Eureka Stockade.
Parish Masses this week: e Wednesday 5" December is International Day for

Monday 12 noon ﬁ Economic and Social Development and World

Tuesday 7:00am Soil Day and on this day 2013 Nelson Mandela
Wednesday 12 noon died.

Thursday 9:00am ) )
Reconciliation: Saturday 8:10am to 8:40am The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney

Morning Prayer: 8:40am Safeguarding Office

Saturday 9:00am If you or a person close to you has been abused by

Sunday: 8am, 10:00am 6:00pm someone working or ministering within the Archdiocese
Polish Mass 12 noon of Sydney we invite you to contact us. We will _@0I/G
Cardinal Freeman Village Chapel listen to you respectfully, offer support and > C
Sunday 9.00 am First Wednesday of the Month, discuss the options you have available to you. 2
3:_30pm Reconciliation, 4:00 Mass & A.nointing-, First Please contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial ' *"’
Friday of the month 9:00am Communion Service. Integrity Office @ 02 9390 5812. *’@%%CHDWO&O&

First Sunday of Advent

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: To you, | lift up my soul, O my God. In you, | have trusted;
let me not be put to shame. Nor let my enemies exult over me; and let none
who hope in you be put to shame.

FIRST READING: | will cause a good seed to spring forth from David (Jeremiah 33:14-16)

PSALM: To you, O Lord, I lift my soul (Ps 24:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14)

SECOND READING: When Christ comes may he strengthen your hearts in holiness
(1 Thessalonians 3:12— 4:2)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia! Lord, show us your mercy and love,
and grant us your salvation. Alleluia!

Next Sunday’s Readings

Second Sunday of Advent
Baruch 5:1-+9
GOSPEL: Your redemption is near at hand (Luke 21:25-28, 34-36) Ps 125

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield Philippians 1:3-6, 8-41
its increase. Luke 3:1-6




