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Religious Christmas cards will be on sale again 
today at the back of the church. Money raised will 
go towards church maintenance. $6 per packet for 
8 cards. 

Storm Damage Update. The assessor has advised 
as of Thursday (last) the outcome of the  various 
inspections which have taken place so far is very 
much still in the hands of the Catholic Church              
Insurance.                                   Michael Clay 

There will be no Novena for Miraculous Medal 
in December 2018 and January 2019.                       

Novena will recommence in February 2019. 

I have ordered my turkey and ham! We have started 
to receive felicitations and cards from friends and 
relations but instead of that feeling of peace I am 
experiencing panic! I have yet to buy cards let alone 
write and send them. Presents to get….stress in the 
Mall, queues at the checkouts, no parking. It must 
be Christmas, the season of goodwill and peace! 
What has gone wrong?  The rituals of sharing and 
giving  that surround the celebration of the birth of 
Jesus have moved away so far away from the            
original intention that they have become self serving 
and destructive. What should be the most beautiful 
feast has become so hard and so tiring, like                 
climbing a mountain or travelling on a winding road. 
This is old advice. It comes from John the Baptist. 
Prepare a way for the Lord. Make his path straight. 
To make the path straight we must remove the          
complicated bends and the obstacles….what are 
the obstacles that prevent me from celebrating with 
the joy that comes from the greatest gift of love and 
hope that has been given? It means putting on a 
different mindset, rather than a Santa hat and really 
celebrating the reason. The reason, God became 
Man. From this position of equality and humanity 
God became Saviour. 
The best gift of Christmas is the gift of whole self to 
another, like the gift of Jesus who came to be with 
us. Let’s clear the path so he can be born in our 
hearts again and we can marvel at God’s salvation. 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
 

Monday, 24th December 
   6:00pm  Children’s Mass 
    8:00pm  Mass with Carols 
   10:00pm  Polish Mass 
   12:00am  Midnight Mass 
 

Tuesday, 25th December 
               8:00am  Mass with Carols 
    10:00am  Mass with Carols 
              12:00pm  Polish Mass 

 

           There will be NO evening Mass 
                                  in 
         English or Polish on Tuesday night 
 

       Please note there will be 9:00am Mass 
on Christmas Day at Cardinal Freeman Village 
            (137 Victoria Street Ashfield) 

Parish Thanksgiving BBQ Sunday                   
December 16th….POSTPONEMENT!!! 

Due to closure of the playground and the            
impending work to take place on the hall 
roof which will involve the use of a crane 
and removal of the shade cloth.   

Parish Men’s Group will meet next Tuesday night 
11th December at 7:30pm, 1st Floor Club Ashfield.  
Men of all ages most welcome.  An informal night of  
conversation in relaxed atmosphere. 

Congratulations are given to Robert Beasley and his 
wife Pauline and ALL who were involved in the            
organization and participation in the “Symbols, Music and 
Readings, a Prelude to Advent and Christmas Concert last 
Saturday night in the Cardinal Freeman Chapel.  The   
singing of the Santa Sabina choir and musicians, CFV 
choir, and organ accompaniment was an inspiring way to 
start the Advent Season.  Another concert of music &      
readings involving the choir of St. Paul's Church,                    
Burwood will take place on Saturday December 15 at 5pm 
at Cardinal Freeman Village Chapel.  All welcome. 



Second Sunday of Advent  
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come to save the nations, 
 and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard in the joy of your heart.  

 

FIRST READING: Jerusalem—God will show you splendour  (Baruch 5:1-9) 
 

PSALM:  The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy  (Ps 125) 
 

SECOND READING: Show yourself sinless and without blame in the day of Christ 
 (Philippians 1:3-6, 8-11) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  Alleluia, alleluia! Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
 straight his paths: all people shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL:  All people shall see the salvation of God  (Luke 3:1-6) 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, and behold the 
 joy which comes to you from God. 

Next Sunday’s Readings 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Zephaniah 3:14-18 
Isaiah 12:2-6 

Philippians 4:4-7 
Luke 3:10-18 

Parish Masses this week: 
  

Monday         12 noon 
Tuesday          7:00am  
Wednesday    12 noon 
Thursday        9:00am    
Reconciliation:  Saturday 8:10am to 8:40am 
Morning Prayer:  8:40am 
Saturday       9:00am  
Sunday:    8am, 10:00am  6:00pm 

Polish Mass   12 noon 
 

Cardinal Freeman Village Chapel 
Sunday 9.00 am  First Wednesday of the Month, 
3:30pm Reconciliation, 4:00 Mass & Anointing, First 
Friday of the month 9:00am Communion Service.  

We acknowledge the traditional owners and                   
custodians of the land on which we stand.  We pay 
our respects to them and for their care of the land.  
May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

We, the Parish community of  St. Vincent’s, with a 
genuine sense of  belonging, strive to follow the       

example of Christ and spread the Vincentian spirit 
throughout the Ashfield district.  

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney  
Safeguarding Office 

If you or a person close to you has been abused by             
someone working or ministering within the Archdiocese  
of Sydney we invite you to contact us. We will                         
listen to you respectfully, offer support and                                    
discuss the options you have available to you.                         
Please contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial                        
Integrity Office @ 02 9390 5812. 

Social Justice Corner 
Dates relevant to Social Justice Issues this week: 

 Sunday 9th December is International Anti-
Corruption Day and International Day of                
Commemoration and Dignity of Victims of the 
Crime of Genocide 

 Monday 10th December is Human Rights Day 
and 70th anniversary of the adoption of the 
United Nations Declaration of Human Rights 
(1948) and on this day in 1992 Prime Minister 
Paul Keating made the Redfern Speech at the 
launch of the International Year of the World’s 
Indigenous People 

 Wednesday 12th December: on this day in 1831 
the Sisters of Mercy were founded by Catherine 
McAuley 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL  
CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 

 

Over the next three Sundays, December 2, 9 and 
16, your local St Vincent de Paul branch will be 
collecting non-perishable food items for Christmas 
hampers. These will be distributed to struggling 
individuals and families in our area, who have been 
assisted by the   Society during the year. Please 
place your donated items in the baskets under the 
Christmas tree. Thank you for your generosity in 
making sure these families are able to share in the 
joy of Christmas.  
 

Some suggested items: 
Tinned fruit, vegetables, soup, tuna, salmon 
Breakfast cereals and bars 
Biscuits savoury and sweet 
Pasta and sauces 
Tea, coffee, milo, cordial 
Christmas cakes, puddings and other treats 

RECONCILIATION IN PREPARATION FOR CHRISTMAS 
There will be no reconciliation on Saturday 15th & 22nd December             

between 8:10am to 8:40am, instead the new time for Reconciliation will be 
from 9:30am to 10:30am on these Saturdays 


